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they said, “It is only by Beelzebul,* the prince of demons, 
that this man casts out demons.” 

5 He knew what they were thinking, and he said to 
them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, 
and every city or household divided against itself cannot 
survive. - (1 If Satan drives out Satan, he is divided against 
himself. How then can his kingdom survive? 27 If it is by 
Beelzebul that I cast out demons, by whom do your own 
children cast them out? Therefore, they will be your 
judges. But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out 
demons, then the kingdom of God has come to you. 

Or again, how can anyone break into a strong man’s 
house and steal his possessions unless he first ties up the 
strong man? Then indeed he can ransack the house. 

50 “Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever 
does not gather with me scatters. 31 Therefore, I tell you 
that every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven but blas¬ 
phemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. 32 Whoever 
speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, 
but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be 
forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.* 

A Tree and Its Fruits.* 33 “Make a tree good and its fruit 
will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad. 
For a tree is known by its fruit. 34 You brood of vipers! 
How can your speech be virtuous when you yourselves 
are evil? For the mouth speaks from the abundance of the 
heart. 35 A good man brings forth good things from the 
good stored up within him, but an evil man brings forth 
evil things from his store of evil. 36 1 tell you that on the 
day of judgment people will have to render an account for 
every careless word they utter. 37 For by your words you 
will be justified, and by your words you will be con¬ 
demned.” 

The Sign of Jonah.* 38 Then some of the scribes and 
Pharisees said to him, “Teacher, we would like you to 
show us a si cm.” 39 He replied, “An evil and adulterous* 
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